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Capitalist Barbarism

in Africa

-An ineredible human tragedy has descended on the

continent of Africa, Two belts of drought have
devastated entire national populations., Tt is the
worst famine in Africam history: 30 countries are
officially ligted as hungry - 300,000 have already
died in Ethiopia, 200,000 in Mozambique, and
another million may perish before the toll is
over. Added to the starvation death~count are the
associated diseases of influenza, mesaples,
tuberculosis, smallpox and typhus, The refugee
canps have no medicine in quantity to treat these
maladies. Beyond those who succumb = moatly
children ~ thousends more will puffer permanent
digability - blindnees, bone and mental
deformities.

African nations of every political hue have been
hit by gigantic food shortages. The most Bevere
cases are those which are embroiled in domestic
civil ware like Chad, Ethiopia, and Mozambique,
On an averege, African governments spend four
times 8e much on srmaments as they da on
agricultural development. Why? Because every
ruling class in the modern world of wage slavery
can only remain in power by force of arms (against
tival bourgecis factions internally or
regionally), ’

Africa ie a blighted land not merely because of
the drought, but primarily because it is at the
behest of the imperialist system of the two
superpower blocs. The global erisis of world
capitalism, ite economic erisis which is being
shunted ontc the weakest componments, it is this
dilemma of market production and distribution

vhich ie solely responeible for the present human
disaster in Africa.

Historically an underdeveloped-in-capital area,
Africa has become more impoverished over the past
decade. As these countriee tried to "modernize",
ie. convert to light industry and cash=crop
exports, per capitas food production steadily
decreased since the late sixties, coineiding with
the onset of permanent erisis in the metrepoles,
Food imports have doubled, 20X of African grain is
now supplied by import, and $3 billion a year is
being paid out to major powers for bread alome,
And atill, over 100 million human beings, one
quarter of the sub-Saharan African population, are

hungr!l

"Take off" is now & forpotten relic of American
liberalisn, During the 1980's the gross national
product in Africa hes stagnated, per capita income
has declined, and the total foreign debt has
skyrocketed from §6 billion in 1970 to $5] billion
in 1982, The overwhelming poverty of Africa is
the main condition leading to the current mass
femine. '

And vhat was the enlightened responae of all the
Western governwents? Like all governing parties
of the bourgeoisie, they hoped it would all EO
away, especially if no one knew about it:

At the World Bank meeting last September,
Prance proposed a special aid program for
Afriea. "The Americane weven't interested, to
say the least," recalle Dominique Brustel, an
official of the French Minietry for
Co-operation. "They bloeked the funde.”
Critics of the Reagan adminietiration charge
that Ethiopia's etatus as a Soviet ally
inhibited US relief. "The hungry kide are seen
by some downtoun ae 'little commies’, so the
grain just eite theme"...

; (Newaweek, 26/11/64)
I
Then as global news of the famine gained
publicity, the US saw room for political
gamesmanship: the Agency for International
Development earmarked 137,000 toms of grain for
Ethiopa, Mauritania, Chad and Mozambique.

The political overtones, however, are loud and
elear, "The word ie out that the Weet delivere
the food," boaste AID administrator M. Peter
McPhereon, who reeently meturmed from Ethiopa.
Other Ameniocan officials still hope that US
relief may represent "a threat to Soviet
hegemony over Ethiopa" as one of them put it,
‘(Rewsweek, ibid)

Simply put, the entire population of Africa is
merely a human chessboard for the mancouvres of

the US and Russian imperialist blocs,

Let's exsmine some of the regimes of these African
countriea.

ETHIOPA
It was during the last big famine ten years ago
that Emperor Haile Selassie wae deposed and
replaced by a "marxist state™ under Colonel
Mengistu Haile Mariam. As the economic crisis
began to affect the Ethiopian food supply,
Mengistu ignored advice from pragmetic western
economists for food rationing and rural
development. 46X of the country's GNP was sunk
into military hardware coming from Russia. When
the femine hit full force, Mengistu and his
"marxist-leninist" party tried to cover it up, and

now 6 million Ethiopians are facing a terrible
food ehortage.

. KERYA
Thie is a typical African regime claiming a "mixed
economy" which is nothing but a modified
state-capitalism in & "progressive" disguise. The
gystem originated by black national shyster Jomo
Kenyatta inangurated government controls over food
production and value~exchange through state
buresucracies - the parastatals, Prices for all
faruing produce are fixed and purchased by the
state, and then subsidized for the regime's urban
population to insure that the ruling politicos are
kept in power. Or as AID chief Peter MePherson
puts it:

- What you've had, in effect, ie a tax on food
grovere by govermmente who are providing




artifieially cheap food to relatively better
of f people living in the eitiea.
{Quoted from Glenn Frankel, Washington Pogt)

‘Kenya's small farmers then started cutting back on
food erops, whose price had been devalued, in lieu
of the supposedly more lucrative cash cropa such
a8 coffee ond tea. Domestic food shortages have
now reached crisis proportions, and the sad irony
for the peasant food growers is that, with the
saturation of the international markets for their
cash crops, the bottom has also fallen out of
pricing here. For the labouring classes of
Africa, to bet on any sort of capitalist
production is already to lose.

It should also be noted that the state capitalism
of Renyatts is the very same brand of "socislism'
being peddled by Joe Waller (alec known as Omali

Yeshitela) and his "African People's Socialist
Party” here in the US.

TANZARIA
Once the centrepiece of Africa's "great mocial
experiment" led by the "progressive" Julius
Nyrere, Tanzaniaz, which received $2 billion in
loans from the World Bank since 1970, has lapsed
into chronie dependency on emergency food
shipments. As part of the New Frontier
ideological banner of “take off", Western denors
emphasized industrial development (Marx's
Department II} at the expense of the farming
sector (Department I), in & way that would bring &
suile to the corpse of Joseph Stalin. Now the
landscape of this East African country resembles a
ghost—-town - scattered remains of half-completed
or abandoned factories, big farming machines,
Toadways and water-pumping stations sre seen
everywhere,

Tanzgnia's per capita food production has fallen
122 in the last decade. The production of cash

crops - coffee, cotton and cashews = has fallen

even more with the decline in world-market value
of these commodities.

The Nyrere state held iteelf up as "a reaceful,
veluntary transition to pocialism" without foreced
collectivization along Soviet=bloe lines. As
Western money flowed in = from $51 million in 1970
to $625 million in 1980 ~ this funding constituted
two~thirde of Tanzania's entire development
budget, & social-~democratic house of cards. All
of the advanced tech schemes for Tanzania
collapsed during the seventies - the world crisis
of capitalism erssed sny illusions about
Yprogresa", :

Ryrere next launched a campeign for "basic human
needs", the most important of which was
“villagization" - nearly 90% of the rural
population was relocated in 8,300 consolidated
“self-help comunities". This, too, proved to be
-a farming disaster. In 1976, the regime abolished
the country's 2,500 co-operative unions and
established atate controlled corporations (the
parastatals) with legal monopolies to supply
peasants all farming credit, tools, fertilizers
and seed, Again, this project failed as the
parastatals ran up huge deficits due to the
declining value of crops, The bureaucracies ate
up most of Tanzania's surpus capital and by 1982
eleven crop-marketing boards. had run up a $200
million loss. So much for Nyrere's "peaceful
socialism", As the World Bank , which had
provided most of the easy-credit loans to Tanzania
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concluded:

The lending experience ehows that, due to
overvhelming probleme both internalhandz bl
external to the parastatals (read the glo

deca¥ a; Capital), this asetstance has
itttie 1f any poaitive impact,

: ZIMBABWE
‘Another "marxist" country whose food supply has
plummeted., With all. of his "socialist” rhetoric,
"national liberationist" Robert Mugabe was
determined not to make the tinkering mistakes of

his "progressive" African counterparts. Direct
market farming was to remain in place,

The old Rhodesia contained a dusl agricultural
system -~ the big white-owned commercial estates
and the tiny subsistance black peasant sites.
Before "independence" in 1978, the white farms
supplied more than 90X of market food and employad
a quarter of a million black ferm-labourers, 902
of whom earned less than $30 a month! Dr.
Mugabe's plan to fortify his hold on state-power
was simple: the white farmers would continue with
their private spreads and their wage-slaves, corn
prices were increased by 40% to placate these
landowners, and one of their own, Denis Norman,
was appointed as Minister of Agriculture.

As John Laurie, president of the Commercial
Farmers Union reports:

Obviously, we all have our complainte, but om
the whole the government has been extremely
raaponeive to our neede. The attemtion they
have paid to agrieuliure hae been firet olass.

The panacea for black peasants was a "“land-reform"
project: Mugabe gave gccees to eredit, and built
grain depots and tool distribution centres for
small farmers. Ten ‘acre parcels of unused land
was doled out to landless peasants, But according

to Washington Post writer Glenn Frankel:
i

The program, however, has fallen far chort of
projectiong due to lack of funde and, eritice
contend, lack of commitment on the part of the
bureaucrate responeible for it. The goal of
regattling 160,000 familiee by 1985 hae tong
been abandoned ~ at beet 30,000 familiece will
have been aided. The budget for land
acquigition, elashed from $36 million to 6¢
million last year, hae been further reduced to
82 million in the 1985 budget. Nearly all of
the resettled plote have gone to individual
Sfamiliee rather than to the commumal or
cooperative achemes the government originally
had advoecated.

‘A recent setudy by Edgar Lockwood, representative
of the American Friends Service Committee here,
concludes that government efforts in agriculture,
while well-meaning, naturally favour those who are
better off and those who have, land and property,
not the poor and landless classes. Citing what he
sees 88 the goverament's reluctance to push for
colleetivization and Tesettlement, Lockwood argues
thet Zimbabwe is on the road to & kind of

etate-led capitalism with pocialist
gxperimentation of the fringes. (No shit!)
Zimbabwe aleo remains vulnerable to the vegaries
of the internationgl market place., The huge corn
surplus of 1981 revealed snother harsh fact of

Zimbabwe's relationship to the West - its lack of
competitiveness. Given its relatively high
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production coste, its landlocked position and the
high coste and risks of African transport,
Zimbabwe 's grain often is not campetztxve.
Agrieulture Minister Norman estimates his country
80ld much of its 1981 surplus at a lose of $10 or
more per ton, & loss it cannot afford to repeat.

Finally, how about this for "socialist
solidarity":

Zimbatwe, where evop and eattle loeses are
heavy, hae been swamped by 50,000 refugeee Ffrom
neighbouring (emd "marziet®) Moaimbique. Now
the government has ordeved ite border patrole
to tumm back starving Moszambieans, "ruthlesely
if necegeary.” Dr. 5imbi Mubako, Zimbabue's
minieter of home affaire, maintaine: "We
eannot improve the living standards of our oum
eitigene 1f foreigners keep adding to the
numbare,”

' {Neweweek, ibid)

And to all of thie migery on the African continent
- ptarvation, poverty, disease ~ must be added the
atrocities of tribalist and nstionalist~faction
werfare going on in Ethiope, Mozambique, Zimbgbwe
and Chad.

The barbariem of the capitalist mode of production
cannot be undone by any modifications in the
manner of commodity-exchamnge or circqlation

(marketing). The present horrors of mass famine
and disease are no "senseless tragedzel“ (as are
neither the “accidents" at Pemex in San Juanico,

Mexico, or at Union Carbide in Bhopal, India), but
are

the central features of the social system
founded on wage Tabour and Erofit iCaE1talj, and
are, moreover, harbingers of even worse evente if
capitllxst domination over human life continues
with its unchecked melt-down course toward nuclesr
conflagratxon - imperiglist bloc war, Under
genuine socialiasm, or libertsrian communism, such
cepitalist calamjties would be forever eliminated
because all the meane of life - food, shelter,
elothing, medicine, self-enhancement,. humanized
technology - would be provided by an international
association of Workers' Councils on the basis of

material human neede, and not the dictates of
market-value.

In Africa as elsewhere, it is only the urban
proletariat when it rebels at the conditlons of
the economic erisis - the food riote in Tunisia
and Egypt this year, and most recently the miners'
strikes and shanty-town riots in Sharpeville and
Soweto, South Afriea - who can challenge the
death-lock capitalism has on all humanity.

Tampa Workers® Affinity Group
December 1984

n nemployed
~drom. ;.. Mozambigue’s
o e’ resum?d' ‘aceord

provmces

i .area is un
good sland,

e .

1 the:
" paper, Not:clas.
‘- admitted that' many.p
- MWidksa still had- not been - 'gwen

cin transu; ¢amps for more: than . This was

ut: :
owned banks refuged to authnr
se”‘credit” forthe  over-sthffe
rais. topay ‘more people;’
‘Noticlas:also:gald:th

Y _ Amosz Saide,.
saying: that‘ malnutrltuon - and
guberculosxs

‘ ,;a]rrtiged lnthassa rwnth mﬂyithe;_]1 it their tushands. - So

i th eople ' stayed “clothes ' they were - wearing.: have..been.:forced:. to. o 18
: work Jind anat peop] yﬁm‘ing' the - cold--even-if " they left’ husbands or.
{ three munths mstead‘ of the: seasnn in Nlassa and there was _boyfnends hehmd' m Maputo. e

S heg “for’ food Som i
that: there - transported :to  “Niassa® “clai

" this’ pruvince 1o
ather, _rimthec:_, (

he m_d. .9
,.wlthout ‘t‘helr husbands Smne ;

i

How Capitalism deals with the Unemployed

In the Third World.



