Aire Valley Yarns

Twenty two workers have been on strike since March
at Alre Valley Yarns, a textile factory at Farsley
near Leeds. The strike has been compared with the
struggle of 150 workers at Grunwicks film processing
plant In North West London seven yeers ago. LTke
Grunwicks the workers at Alre Valley Yarns are
Aslans employed for long hours and low wages In
appalling conditlons. The standard rate of pay Is
#1.10 an hour for 12 hour shifts and compulsory
weekend work. The machinery is old and dangerous
and there Ts no proper ventllation to deal with the
thick dust produced by the yarn.

Like the workers at Grunwicks who Jolned a union,
the Aire Valley workers joined the TGWU and elected
one of thelr number, Llaquat All, as shop steward.
When All was subsequently sacked the other workers
walked out and weres sacked to0. 1n splte of a
fwenty four hour picket of the tactory the company
has managed to bus in replacements for +he strikers,
protected by a heavy police presence.

An attempt to black yern for Alre Valley by workers .-

et Busflelds, a local dyeworks, was dealt with by
writs Issued agalnst the shop stewerd at Busfields
and one of the directors. Simiiariy at Gronwicks
tegal action was taken against postmen who +ried +o
prevent all mall moving in and out 1f the plant.
The Post Offlce workers unlon quickly bowed to the
courts! decislon. ;

There is some substance in calling the strike at
Alre Valley Yarns a Yorkshlre Grunwicks. But there
have been many "Grunwicks" up and down the country.
What characterises this sectlon of Industry Is a
low tevel of investment and a highly competitive

Strikers p:'t;kering Aire Vaﬂe-y Yarns.

market. To make a protlt these small firms have to
explolt thelr workforce much more Intensely than In
the rest of the economy. To this end they recruit
workers from the most defenceless sections of the
working class: blacks, Aslans and women. Beceuss
the owner of the firm Is also the Immediate boss of
productlon and because the skills the workers have
can easlly be replaced there 1s §i+tle need for the
disciplining role of the trade unlons.

'When workers in this sector go on strike they are
ossentially taking action agalnst their condltions

of work. Tﬁg AIfe_Va]téy erkgpéjfefurn agaln and
agaln to the low wages, the long hours, the
dangerous nature of their-employment. But because

"of their isolation and inexperlence they are

susceptible Yo the trap of trade unlonlsim. The
apparatus of the unlons and the left holds out a

" false promise of a wider context for thelr struggle,

solidarity and support from other workers and
experience In organisetion. As a worker at
Grunwicks sald "the unlon showed us how to organise
our strike". Most Immediately they cen offer
flnancial support with strike pay. Before the
workers know where they are thelr courage ,

sol ldarity, and self-sacrifice becoms perverted by
+the unions into a struggle for ‘unlon recognitliont.

small firms |ike Aire Valley Yarns seem |lke an
anachronism In a period when the state Is directiy
responsible for the major part of economic activity
in the national capital and when the state regulates
the activity of the targest firms which employ ovar
30% of all other Workers. Precisely for thls reason

continued on page 33,




. Leaflet

The following leaflet was distributed at the 'Pecples March For Jobs' in Leeds by some members of
the Communist milieu including a member of the Bulletin Group.

THE PEOPLE'S MARCH TO DEFEAT THE WORKERS STRUGGLE

A few people marching to London aren’t going to do anything to change the fact
that capitalism is on its last legs and camnot give us the means to live:
workers, factories and raw materials lie idle though there are plenty of
~workers willing and able to produce wealth. Unenployment is real problem for
the bourgeoisie today, and it's even more of a real problem for the working
class, part of which is forced to subsist on the dole that gets less every
year, and the rest of which accepts real wage cuts and production speed-ups
under the threat of unenployment.

It's no good marching to capital cities begging cap in hand for jobs that don't
exist. International revolution is the only way out of the crisis of
capitalism. While the Tories impose austerity and prepare for World War Three,
the Labour Party, the Cammunist Party and the Trotskyites devise all manner of

useless protests to divert the working class from finding its own solution,
The People's March is a sham!

We are asked to march with liberals and bishops and pray to end the "evil of
unemployment”, but it isn't up to Jesus Christ, it's up to us. We can't demand
the right to work because there's no such thing as a right to work: we can only
sell our labour power if the bosses can profit from it: we may as well demand
the "right" to eat off gold plates. After an international commmist
revolution, in a worldwide commmnist society (the countries .described as
"cammmnist” today are only variations of capitalism), work would be very
different from the exploitation we know today. We'd welcame new technology for
example as samething enabling us to produce goods more easily,. instead of
seeing it as destroying our livelihoods by stealing our jobs. Even then, we
wouldn't talk about work as a “right". -

The ILabour Party and the People's March, whatever the intentions of the
individuals involved, are out to confuse the workers and contain their anger
within the system, spreading illusions that if the system were managed
differently it would be all right. Capitalism dictates to governments, not the
other way round. The left in power would be forced by the crisis to take the

same austerity measures as Thatcher, just as the Socialist government is doing
in France. ' '

The SWP adds to the confusion by denouncing the "popular front" of the People's
March and calling for a "united fronmt" of so-called workers parties, for
example the Labour Party, Commnist Party, SWP and Socialist Action. These
parties are in this period as bourgeois as the Liberals and Tories, serving to
disarm the workers ideoclogically and when this has failed, to openly massacre
them.

Workers must not leave their own class terrain to ally with the bourgeoisie,
whatever colours it wears. The struggles of the past have shown that workers
must create their own class and political organs: the workers councils and the
international commnist party. OCur struggles must break out of the
stranglehold of the trade unions which, since 1914 and the inability of
capitalism in its decadence to grant real reforms, have become unconditionally
organs of the ruling class, acting to derail the class struggle.

There is no easy solution to the crisis. The working class must forge its
proletarian solidarity across divisions created by capitalism between black and
white, men and wamen, employed and unemployed, and it must break down national
barriers. There is no alternative: the choice is war or revolution.



" that we face the“;FE;E;E¥'6f the CMO telling us
that the WRP is breaking from leftism. Or what
about the RCP. If the WRP is debarred because

it supports Russia ( with the good old Deeformed
Workers State nonsense) then surely the RCP would
fit the bill of party builders with bourgeois
political positiens breaking from leftism.

Would we then get articles in Revolutionary
Perspectives or Workers Voice on the potential
of the RCP or its members for breaking with
Leftism? Or the SWP's?

But ‘enough!-Létius not take fantasy too far.

The CWO who were once so proud of their ability
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to clearly delineate the class lines, surrounded

as they were by other fractions willing (according
te them) to dilute their theoretical clarity in
the search for 'unity', and to point to the huge
barrier separating the bourgeois camp from the
proletariat, now seem to lack any framework for
determining the class nature of an organisation.
In their-headlong lurch towards Battaglia they
seem to have jettisonned none of their dognatisn
and sectarianism but a lot of their theoretical
clarity, In this area the CWO seem to be heading
for a cliff. It is to be hoped that they will
Stop before they hurtle over the edge.

Ingram.
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fAire Valley Yarns. continued from page 15.,

these firms become pawns In +he.ldeology of the .
political factions of capltal. To the right wing
they represent the spirit of free enterprise,
Independent of the medd|Ing of the state bureaucracy
and the unions and surviving without the handouts
which go to the blg natlional concerns. Thls was the
nonsense peddled by the Nationa! Association of

. freedom which gave legal and financlal support to
George Ward the boss of Grunwlcks. Even the
‘Thatcherlte wing of the Tory Party has taken up the
cause of the small caplitallsts as the seed bed of
economic growths. Behind this facade of concern and
support tles the reality of state capllitalism which
will allow these firms to go to the wall Hf economic
necesslty dictates I+« :

For the left too the small sweatshops have an

" ldeological use. They are taken to show that
capitallsm has not changed since the days when
unfons were flrst formed, a period which gave unions
legltimacy In the eyes If the workers. The
struggles of workers ‘in this sector are a convenlent
punchbag for the Labour Party and the trade unions
to show thelr aggresslon on behalf of the workers.

© They can then return to their main function in state
capltalism as the agents of the peaceful and

. uninterrupted extraction of surplus labour. 1f the

- spirlt of Grunwicks Is invoked over and over again

: In strikes 1ike Alre Valley it Is because it was one

" of t+he most successful mobl{lsations of the Ief+.lqﬁ_'

. Britaln. Union leaders added to thelr radical Image

: by eppearing on the picket tine, Arthur Scarglll was

. even arrested. Labour cabinet minlsters too found

" It useful to participate at a time when a Labour

. government was Imposing the austerity of the Social
Contract. .

The left's message is only relnforced by the
Involvement In the strike of the Trotskylsts. The
RGP “for example, which Is particularly active In +he
Alre‘vValley Yarns strike, Is critical of +he methods
of the union bureaucrats. But the maln thrust of
thelr intervention is never In doubt, +hat +this s a
;struggle for the right to organise In unions. '

E)

‘Grunvicks was a long and:bltter struggie for the -

= Workers involved and It ended in defeat. ‘When the
‘~unions had extracted all they could from the

strikers, when there was no more to be gained by
supporting the strike they dropped it. The final

‘plckets organised by the workers were not agalnst

the Grunwlcks bosses but outside union headquarters.,
't may not be too late for the Alre Yal ley workers
to leern the real lesson of Grunwicks - to take

" “thelr struggle back Into their own hands and to

appeal directly to other workers for thelr active
suppqrf. )

Sinclair.
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