AN OPEN LETTER TO THE C.B.G.

In a text written exactiy ten yesrs ago In which 1
contrasted our situation with that of the Bolshevik
party, | wrote:

* In 1903 the Party could afford +o

pay about thirty full time
distributors of |ISKRA. (Tha+t+ 1is
considerably larger "~ +than many
organisations today). By 1508%
there were Jus+t under 10,000
Bolshevliks. As a result of +he
Tnsurrectlon +that rese to 34,000
fn 1906. In the same perlod there
were about 14,000 Mensheviks. I'n
the RSDLP as & whole In 1907 there

were 24,000 excludling the Bundist,

Polish and Lettish sectlons . ,

All  this has to set agalnst a

total working cless population of

perhaps 3.9 milllon,"
{Another Look at the Organlisation
Bulletin Two)

Question.

In the foundling fext of the CBG, ) quoted the above
extract and added:

" of course it I's net Just a
questlon of numbers, The numbers
are only an expression of the much

more Important polltical reality
that the Bol!sheviks, and the other
revolutionary fractfons, were a
tiving part of the class. Neoting

the slze and influsnce of ‘the
revolutionary fractlons is merely
another way of understandling that
revolutionary politics were firmly
Implanted In the class! own

consclousness and tradition.

Today we _are almost unlmaginably
remote from that sltuation., We are
confronted wlth -~ at best - a few
hundred communists 1In the whole
vorld attempting to intervene in a
worklng class  totally unfaml!ilar

wlth revolutionary posltlons and I+ts
own revoiutionary heritage and whlch
remalns taotally unaware of our
exlistence . . . He have to be clear
that the situatlon facing us today
Is unprecedented for revolutlonaries
prioer to a revolution.”
(A New Regroupment. Bulletin Three)

|f comrades will bear with me,
one last time:

I wil1 quote myself

" The re-emergence of the revolut-
lonary movement &t the end of the
Sixtles had as 1t+s foundatien the
cruclal assumption *that 1) +the
economic crisls of capitalism was
world-wide, inescapable and
Inexcrably deepenina: 2) Inm +his
perlod the proletariat was an
undefeated, revolutionary class
and would respond =approprlately
with the unfoldlng of the crisis:
3) the revolutionary movement
would also grow in slze,
organisatlon and Its finfluence on
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.the ctlass, The past decade has
seen the flrst +two assumptfions
dremetically conflrmed whilst the
revolutlonary fractions of the
class remained +tiny, fragiie and
ITsolated with no Indications
aopearing of +he mechanism which
will +eke us from where we are
today to the party which witl be
demanded by the revolutionary
upheaval of tomorrow."

(Edi*orlal. Bulletin One)

None of this was wrltten in a defeatlist spirit. |+
was part of an attempt to make a realistie
asgessment of how best to organise our work and to
argue that we could only apply the lessons of the
last revolutlonary wave {f we understood the
cruclal differences In the two perlods. All of It
was written virtually a decads ago at a polnt which
stands almost exactly half-way between the first

re-emergence of organisations of Left Communism and
the present,

Where do we find ourselves .today? The economic
crisls has certainly déepened and proved
Inescapable. While the resilience of the ma jor
Western economies, particularly In the |lght of +he
staggering US budget and trade deflcl+ts, has proved
“surprising, +the price has clearty been a catas-
trophlc deepening of crisls In the Third world and

the Eastern Bloc, which today stands on the edge of
an abyss.

The working ciass remalns undefeated and hes
maintalned a militancy and willingness +o fight the
escalating onstaught on their standard of living,
particularly In Russfa and i+s former satallltes.
However 1t is true to say that we have seen a
definite and continuing Impasse in the maturation
of political consciousness within the class. Evan
the high polnt of +he Polish events, where an
ablilty to sweep aside sectoral divisiong and a
high degree of self-organisation were displayed,
dead-snded In nationalism and +the birth of
Sotldarnosc. Disturblngly the highest levels of
militancy In Russia and the Eastern Bloc co-exlst
with frighteningly strong bourgeclis Ideclogies,
Natlonatism, ethnic divislons, democratic illusians
of partiamentarism.and reformism, myths about the
beneflts of a "free market",al| welgh heavlly on
the proletarlat, It is true to say +hat the
development of working class consciousness has baen
@ much more hesitant, lengthy and confused process
than we Tmagined twenty years ago,

However when we turn to the revolutionary miileu we
find our original assumption of a process of
arganlisaticnal galns,  numerical growth  and
Inereasing Influence, brutally confounded. In some
respects we are actually worse off than we were at
the very beglnning, twenty years ago. Numerieally,
my educated guess would be that we have actually
experienced a certaln amount of shrinkage of the
infinitely small several hundreds of the early
Seventles, The largest proportlion of milltants
currently actlve were founder members, or very
early recruits, of +the exlsting organisatfons.
Very few new mflltants have appeared, certatnly in
the past decade. Today we could probably get every
communist milltant on a couple of Jumbo jets.



Our influence on the class remains what 1+ always
was — functionaly zero. The world proletarlat Is
Ignorant of our exlstence, let alone our polities.
In practical terms, the Interventionary work of +he
mlitfeu as a whole, In terms of papers sold and
leaflets distributed, has certainly diminished.

On an organisational level, +he mllieu has
certainly lost  ground, The Internaticnal
Conferences begun In 1976, had by 1980 baen

destroyad by the sectarian manoeuvres of the CWO
and Battaglia Communista, No other forum for
fraternal debate and confrontetlon has appeared.
The marriage of Battaglia Communista and the CWO
has dead-ended in embarrassing stagnation, The
most Important organisation within the milieu, the
only one to establish a convincing Internetional
presence, the ICC, was almost destroyed by a series
of damaging spll+s. Today, |Its sectarlan,
monel ithic and parancld practice has created such
antipathy within the milieu, I+ is no longer a
credible focus for regroupment. Within +he mllieu
as a whole, sectarlanism and mono!ithism Is
compoundad by rancour and hostl|ity.

On the questlon of political clarity, comrades have
argued that there are sligns of clear degeneration
within elements of the milleu, partlcularly on the
question of the party and on the understanding of
+he fundamental of caplitalist decadence.

Part of the programmatie bedrock of the Left

Communist milfeu is a bellef that the leadershlip of
revolutionary fractions s an Indlspensable part of
the revolution. We are not an aptional extra, a
useful accelerator, we are essential. No matter
how militant the class are, no matter how advanced
the gains made at any gliven moment in the heat of
the struggle, without the hlstoric overview and
programmatic clarity unique +to revolutionary
fractlons, momentary high polnts must remaln
cul-de-sacs. We do not belleve I+ possible for a
revolutionary procgramme to be generated
spontanecusly in the heat of struggle. Without a
revolutionary perspective the class, no matter how
militant, cannot continue to defend [+self on i+s
own terraln.

Without entering Into any argument about what
preclse percentage of the working class Is requlred
for revolutionary fractlons to be able to carry out
thelr role, It seems beyond debate that a couple of
Jumbe jets-worth is absolutely Tnadequate +o the
task. If the proletariat were to enter Its
declsive struggles with +the current revolutionary
milleu, comrades, | think we would have to agree
that the game was up. We do not have sufficient
numbers and strength to exerclse ‘even .a homeopathic
influence, Even 1f we were to miracutously acquire
the propaganda facllitles sufflcient to Influence a
significant fraction of the class, there Is no way
we could absorb the subsequent Influx of worker
members., A pre-existing organisatlonal structure
Is required, The Bolsheviks, wlth a start of
10,000, managed to cope with an influx of several
hundred thousand out of & class of 3,5 million.
How could a group of dozens absorb millfons?

It was atways part of the CBG's understanding that
the specifliclty of +the proletarlat!'s existence
wlthin the perlod of capitalism's decadence
necessarily meant the 1isoletlon of revolutlonary
fractions from the day to day life of the class.
We accepted that thet probably meant a relatively
smaller revolutfonary milleu than In the run up to
the last revolutlonary wave and that growth would
be slow, perhaps largely confined to the aftermath
of hlgh points of class struggle. What was
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assumed, Tmplicitly, was a dilute version of the
process we Saw durlng the perlod of ascendance. A
slow, ongeing accumulatlon of those alements and
indlvlduals attracted to polltteal and revolut-
lonary work fortifled by the converting of elements
from those sectlons of the working class won over
by our Interventlonary work at the high polnts of
struggla. In other words, a slow but definite

growth linked to a deepening crizls and growing
milltancy.

In fact, we have seen nothing |lke that. We have
seen no growth, no gradual accumuietlon. All we
have seen through the entire 1ife of this mllieu is
8 trickle of individusls and a handful of grouplets
with a handful of members each, In total, f(nsuf-
fliclent to make up for our losses.

I+ has to bé sald that +this Is pot a temporary
phenomenon, nor is It confined to +he Iifetime of

the current mltieu. Slinge the death of the last
revolutionary wave, throughout the perlod of
decadence, we have never seen the Independent

emergance of a significant communist movement,
capable of Influencing and regrouping slgniflcant
fractions of the working class,

In the hlstory of the profetarlat the emergence of
such fractlons has been conflned to the period of
ascendance, when revolutionary elements = and
politlcs could function alongside and withln mass
organs of the class, when the fight for the Minimum
and Max[mum programmes could happlly coexlst, As a
consequence revolutionarles were a !iving part of
the class and its struggles. They were a flghting
element Tn the day to day I[fe of the class. Their
militants and thelr pollties were femlllar to the
class, The revolutlonary fractions whlch ted the
last revolutionary wave emerged from the decay of
the mass organisatlions of the Second International
whlch regrouped mlllions of workers., Likewlse, the
left communlst fractlons we trace our roots to,
emerged from the decay of the mass organlisatlons of
the Third Internatfonal, again regrouping milllons
of workers, We have seen nothing on that scale
since,

Fundamental to our political understanding Is the
knowledge that mass organs of the class can have no
permanent exlstence outslde acts of struggle In the
perlod of decadence. . The speciflc conditions which
produced the Bolsheviks and the KAPD wll] not exlst
In our perfod.

- The rupture betwsen the class and i+s revolutlonary
fractlons In decadence has meant the Inevitable
diminution, If not actuat disappearance, of
revolutionary perspectives within the ranks of the
class, Militancy, the wlllingness to reslst +the
onslaughts of Capital I an essential prerequisite
of the revolutionary process. But of i+self It is
Insufficlent, ™ There must also exist at some level
within the class, a belief, a knowledge, that
everything must change and “that change must be
located In +the Interests of +he class. The
possibillty of revolutionary change, of & communist
goal -must have spme currency within the |ife of the
class. The exlstence of revolutionary fractlions is
Inextrlicably and dialectically Iinked to this. The
materlal basls within which that (ink functloned In
the period of ascendance has disappeared. We know
the Immedlate consequences of +that = minuscule
fractlons and an apparent lack of revotutlonary
perspective to the militancy of the class,

The question s, can we locate the materlal basis
in our own perled which wll! replicate the
slgnificant and vital revolutionary milleu of the



past? Comrades might argue that the crisis Is not
deep enough nor the class struggle sufflclantly
developed for the necessary favourabls condi+fons.
But what sre we going to see In the future that we
have not already seen at some level already In the
past querter of a century? In the Third Worid we
have seen sbsclute pauperisation and explosions of
mass violence in strikes and food rlots., In the
Industrialised west we have ssen the set piece
struggles of the industriel proletarlet, the steel
strlkes, the miners strikes, the disappearance of
the shlpyards etc. We've seen the street rlots of
the relatively pauperised poor and |umpen
proletariat, In the eastern blee, In Poland we
heve seen struggles embrace the vast bulk of the
working class, sweeplng away sectoral divislons and
posing the gquestion of state power. HNone of +his
has seen the emergence of revolutfonary fractions,
None of +this has produced an increase in +he
existing milleu, We can expect the future +to
produce an Increase In the scale of these evants
but can we see a qualltative +transformstion of
them, whilst lacking a signiflcant revolutionary
movement? Today the proletarlat of Russia and the
Eastern bloc stand on *+he brink of Immense confllct
on a scale wa have not yet seen. ]

They do so_
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entlrely without revolutionary fractions while the
flags of natlenalism, ethnic divisien, soclal
democracy etc, are waving In +he breeze. Our
potltlcs Tnsist that they face at best an Impasse
and et worst bloody defeat whlle +they are
politically disarmed.

Our politlcs could be wrong of course, Perhaps
revolutionary fractions are unnecessary, or can be
generated withln t+he revolution itself. But If we
stand by our polltical foundatlons we are faced
with the task of explaining where the revolutlonary
movement ls golng to come from, of locating and
understanding the mechanlsm which will produce [+t
and explalnling why we have seen no sfign of It sc
far. If we fall to do this we are left with plous

hopes that something, somehow will +turn up. I+
seems to me that wishful thinking Is not.a very
Impressive additton to the armoury of dlalectical
materialism. - .

Cormack




